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Dear Reader,

On behalf of Land Core Group, I want to thank you for taking the 
WLPH�WR�UHDG�RXU�¿UVW�SXEOLF�DQQXDO�UHSRUW��

I am excited to share our story and show how we are contributing 
to a future of equitable land governance in Myanmar. I hope this 
report helps you to understand what LCG stands for, and why 
promoting land tenure security for vulnerable groups in Myanmar  
is so important right now.

Looking back over April 2018 to March 2019, there have been 
VHYHUDO�VLJQL¿FDQW�GHYHORSPHQWV�LQ�WKH�ODQG�JRYHUQDQFH�ODQGVFDSH�
LQ�0\DQPDU��$�NH\�PLOHVWRQH�ZDV�WKH�¿UVW�1DWLRQDO�/DQG�8VH�
Policy Forum in October 2018, demonstrating the Government’s 
commitment to implementing the National Land Use Policy 
(NLUP). 

For various reasons, progress towards implementing the NLUP    
has been slow since 2016. But now, with the National Land Use 
Council established and progress towards a National Land Law,    
there is a growing sense that the NLUP may well become a reality. 

Given the central role of a National Land Law in the future of land governance, we’ve focused on supporting 
the NLUC to establish processes to develop the law in line with the NLUP. We look forward to continuing this 
work in the upcoming year.

Looking ahead, there are reasons to be optimistic and opportunities to further the rights of smallholders and 
indigenous communities. Progress towards implementing the NLUP is one of these opportunities; another 
is the increased commitment of the government to undertaking public consultation on the development of 
policies, laws and procedures. 

In 2018, the LCG team supported the Forest Department to consult a range of stakeholders, including civil 
society and indigenous organisations, in the development of the Conservation of Biodiversity and Protected 
Areas Law (CBPA Law) Rules. Legal protection for customary tenure rights has also been strengthened 
through the CBPA Law and Amendment to the Vacant, Fallow, and Virgin (VFV) Lands Management Law.

Internally, LCG has gone through substantial change and strengthened the way we work. Importantly, we 
UHYLHZHG�DQG�UHIUHVKHG�RXU�RUJDQLVDWLRQDO�YDOXHV�WR�UHÀHFW�ZKR�ZH�DUH�WRGD\��ZKLFK�\RX�ZLOO�¿QG�LQ�WKH�UHSRUW��

I am looking forward to the continued development of LCG’s outstanding people, who I feel lucky to work 
alongside. 

:H�ZHOFRPH�\RXU�IHHGEDFN��DQG�,�HQFRXUDJH�\RX�WR�JHW�LQ�WRXFK�LI�\RX�ZDQW�WR�¿QG�RXW�PRUH�

Yours Sincerely,

U Shwe Thein 

Executive Director, Land Core Group

A note from our Executive Director

U Shwe Thein
Executive Director, Land Core Group 

Looking back and looking forward
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Land Core Group (LCG) is a local NGO promoting fair and equitable land governance in Myanmar. We work 
with government and civil society to reform policies, laws and procedures that impact the rights of women and 
men smallholder farmers and indigenous communities to access, use and control land and natural resources.

About us

LCG is led by a Senior Management 
Team, which includes an Executive 

Director, two Deputy Directors 
(Programmes and Operations), a Senior 
Finance Manager, and an international 
Technical Advisor. LCG is overseen by a 

Board of Directors comprised of a diverse 
group of individuals from civil society and 

the private sector.

LCG is an independent organisation 
that represents its own views while also 

supporting civil society engagement 
in policy processes. While we do 

not represent the views of any other 
organizations or act on their behalf, 

we value the diversity of approaches to 
land issues and strive to ensure that our 
views are informed by the perspectives             

of others.

Our structure
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Multi-stakeholder engagement

What is our aim? Parliament and Government enact and implement equitable policies, laws and 
procedures protecting men and women smallholders’ and indigenous communities’ individual and collective 
access to, use of, and control over land and land-related natural resources, based on multi-stakeholder 
engagement.

How do we do it? :H�VXSSRUW�SURJUHVVLYH�JRYHUQPHQW�DFWRUV�WR�RSHQ�VSDFHV�IRU�DɣHFWHG�FRPPXQLWLHV��
civil society organizations, and other stakeholders to contribute to improved land governance. We support 
WKRVH�VWDNHKROGHUV�WR�FRQWULEXWH�WR�WKHVH�PXOWL�VWDNHKROGHU�VSDFHV��:H�DOVR�HQJDJH�LQÀXHQWLDO�DFWRUV�VR�WKDW�
they may be more aligned with civil society in their land tenure-related work with the government.   

Our approach
Our programmes

We are currently working towards three key outcomes (or aims) which align to three programmes. This report 
documents our progress towards achieving these outcomes and key activities in each programme from April 
2018 – March 2019.

Civil society engagement

What is our aim? Civil society enable a greater voice, and more secure tenure, for men and women 
VPDOOKROGHUV�DQG�LQGLJHQRXV�FRPPXQLWLHV�WKURXJK�LQLWLDWLYHV�WKDW�WDNH�GLUHFWLRQ�IURP�DɣHFWHG�SRSXODWLRQV��

How do we do it? :H�ZRUN�ZLWK�FLYLO�VRFLHW\�RUJDQLVDWLRQV�RQ�ODQG�UHODWHG�LVVXHV�DQG�VXSSRUW�HɣRUWV�WR�
LQFUHDVH�WKH�YRLFHV�RI�DɣHFWHG�SRSXODWLRQV�

Research, knowledge and information sharing

What is our aim? 5HOHYDQW�DFWRUV�PDNH�HɣHFWLYH�XVH�RI�NQRZOHGJH�DQG�LQIRUPDWLRQ�WR�FRQWULEXWH�WR�
positive change for land tenure security of smallholder men and women and indigenous communities.  

How do we do it? We produce and share research, knowledge and information to strengthen 
understanding of key issues relating to land and natural resource governance in Myanmar.

What is “tenure”?

Throughout this report, we refer to land “tenure”. In this context, 
tenure refers to a bundle of rights over land that includes use 
rights, control (or management) rights, and transfer rights.  
Tenure may be formal, recognised under law, or informal, 
recognised under customary or traditional systems but not law. 
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What is the National Land Use Policy and the National Land Use Council?

The NLUP was approved in 2016 and provides guidance for land governance in Myanmar. It is more 
progressive than existing land-related legislation and calls, for example, for protection of customary tenure 
of ethnic nationalities and equal land rights for men and women. It also calls for the development of a 
National Land Law consistent with the NLUP through a consultative process. The NLUC was established 
in January 2018 to oversee implementation of the NLUP. 

2018 at a glance
Key achievements

The National Land Use Council committed to implementing the National Land Use Policy at 
WKH�¿UVW�1DWLRQDO�/DQG�8VH�3ROLF\�)RUXP� 

The NLUC showed a commitment to implementing the NLUP in its entirety, including developing a National 
Land Law through an inclusive, consultative process and harmonising existing land-related laws with it. LCG 
has provided the NLUC with support since its establishment, based on relationships developed through the 
NLUP development process, which has included support for the forum as well as other areas.

Progress was made towards legal protection for customary tenure: 

The Conservation of Biodiversity and Protected Areas (CBPA) Law, approved in May 2018, includes (in Article 
8g) community-led conservation areas as one type of conservation area. LCG and many ethnic organisations 
and networks had called for the inclusion of such a provision. The Vacant, Fallow, and Virgin (VFV) Lands 
Management Law was amended in September 2018, including (in Article 30-a) an exemption for customary 
tenure from VFV land (a category of state land that companies can lease). This amendment was in line with 
recommendations made by LCG.

Commitment within government to consultation with other stakeholders in developing 
procedures increased: 

The Forest Department engaged in consultation with stakeholders including civil society and indigenous 
organisations and local communities in the development of rules to implement the CBPA Law and the Forest 
Law. LCG provided support for these processes in a variety of ways, including fundraising, supporting the 
participation of CSOs, and facilitation.
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Key challenges in 2018

Lack of adherence to the NLUP in law development: 

By forming the NLUC, the Government of Myanmar has 
demonstrated that it recognises the NLUP. However, the process of 
amending land laws in Parliament has not followed the guidelines 
ODLG�RXW�LQ�WKH�1/83��,Q�SDUWLFXODU��WKH�DPHQGHG�9)9�/DZ�UHÀHFWV�
D�VLJQL¿FDQW�GHSDUWXUH�IURP�WKH�1/83��DQ�LVVXH�RQ�ZKLFK�/&*�KDV�
strengthened    its advocacy in 2019. 

Slow progress towards the developing a National Land     
Law: 

While the government has shown commitment to developing a  
National Land Law, progress has been slow and not transparent.        
We focus on supporting the NLUC and the Union Attorney      
*HQHUDO¶V�2ɤFH�WR�IXUWKHU�WKLV�SURFHVV��LQ�OLQH�ZLWK�WKH�1/83��

Obstacles to the work of civil society organisations: 

Some of LCG’s CSO partners have faced challenges in securing  
approval from authorities to deliver land rights and land law   
awareness trainings. 

Challenges to co-ordination and collaboration among 
CSOs   and NGOs:

Key changes to LCG in 2018

We launched a new approach to working with civil society: 

At the sub-national level, we are focusing on broad engagement with CSOs working on land issues and 
facilitation and collaboration rather than grant-making, initially in two regions (Bago and Ayeyarwaddy). 

We established an in-house research team: 

We hired six research assistants (graduates from our Youth Capacity Development Program) led by a 
Research Co-ordinator with support from our Technical Advisor.

We established a collective model of leadership and strengthened our leadership team: 

In 2018 we recruited a Deputy Director for Programs (Saw Doh Wah) and a Multi-Stakeholder Engagement 
Program Coordinator (Dr Nyunt Khaing), we initiated mentoring programs for both Deputy Directors, and we 

improved processes for collaboration and engagement in the Senior Management Team.  

:H�UHVWUXFWXUHG�RXU�SURJUDPV�WR�LPSURYH�HɤFLHQFLHV�DQG�UHÀHFW�RXU�JURZWK��

We now have three programmes: Multi-Stakeholder Engagement, Civil Society Engagement, and Research, 
Knowledge and Information.  

CSOs and NGOs working on land in Myanmar are operating in a 
FRPSOH[�HQYLURQPHQW�LQ�ZKLFK�WKHUH�LV�D�GH¿FLW�RI�WUXVW��OLPLWLQJ�
SRVVLELOLWLHV�IRU�FRRSHUDWLRQ�DQG�LPSDFWLQJ�WKH�HɣHFWLYHQHVV�
RI�DGYRFDF\�HɣRUWV��/&*�KDV�XQGHUWDNHQ�HɣRUWV�WR�FRQVXOW�DQG�
UHÀHFW�RQ�LWV�UROH�LQ�WKHVH�LVVXHV�DQG�WDNHQ�YDULRXV�VWHSV�WRZDUGV�
creating positive change in the civil society environment.

��.DFKLQ

��6DJDLQJ

��6KDQ

��0DJZD\

��1D\�3\L�7DZ

��.D\LQ

��0RQ

��%DJR

��<DQJRQ

���$\H\DZDGG\���

���7DQLKWKD\L
Where we worked 

in 2018

States and                           
Regions
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CSO Partners

Government engagement: Ayeyarwady Farmer Union, Environmental Conservation and Farmers’ 
Development Organization (ECFD), Farmer and Labor Union (FLU), Green Peasant Institute (GPI), Land 
Resource Group (LRG), Magway Region Farmers’ Union, Mon Region Land Use Network (MRLUN), Peace and 
Justice, Rights and Peace, Sagaing Region Farmers Union (SRFU), Spring of Love, TRIP NET and Yae Kyi Sann.

Research: Alinn Bamaw, Ayeyarwady Farmer Union, Environmental Conservation and Farmers’ Development 
Organization (ECFD), Farmer and Labor Union (FLU), GLAD, K’cho Land Development Association 
(COLDA), Kayan New Generation Youth (KNGY), Mon Region Land Use Network (MRLUN), Mong Pan Youth 
Organization, Paung Township CSO Network, Resource Rights for the Indigenous People, Sagaing Region 
Farmers Union (SRFU), Sarmu Htaw, TRIP NET and Welt Hunger Hilfe (WHH).

Land rights and land law awareness training ToT grants: Farmer Rights and Development Organization, 
Land Resource Group (LRG), Peace and Justice, Rights and Peace, Sagaing Region Farmers Union (SRFU), 
Sha’it, Shwe Chin Thae, Spring of Love and Yae Kyi Sann.

Project partnerships 

The Government of Myanmar and the Centre for Development and Environment (CDE), University 
of Bern: The OneMap Myanmar Project aims to provide the people of Myanmar with access to data on people, 
land and natural resources so that decision-making on development and land governance can be more inclusive 
and informed.  LCG is partnering with CDE to support the implementation of the project, which is part of a 
government initiative funded by SDC. CDE is Switzerland’s centre of excellence for sustainable development. 

CARE Myanmar: LCG is partnering with CARE in a project focused on supporting the tenure rights  of 
smallholder rubber farmers in Mon State. LCG’s work on this project is funded by Mighty Earth. 

Gaia Sustainable Movement Institution (GSMI) and Karuna Mission Social Solidarity (KMSS): LCG 
is working in partnership with GSMI and KMSS, focused on strengthening and furthering their work to protect 
customary tenure.

“We felt the space for us was open space. We were allowed to design the process and content 
of the session on our own. LCG only requested us to use positive and constructive language for 
whatever we discussed in the session given to us.” 

Feedback from TRIPNET, our partner working with communities in Tanintharyi.

Our partners in 2018
Donors

�� /LYHOLKRRGV�DQG�)RRG�6HFXULW\�7UXVW�)XQG��/,)7��0\DQPDU�
�� 6ZLVV�$JHQF\�IRU�'HYHORSPHQW�DQG�&RRSHUDWLRQ��6'&�
�� 0HNRQJ�5HJLRQ�/DQG�*RYHUQDQFH�3URMHFW��05/*�
�� ,QWHUFKXUFK�2UJDQL]DWLRQ�IRU�'HYHORSPHQW�&RRSHUDWLRQ��,&&2�
�� )RRG�DQG�$JULFXOWXUH�2UJDQL]DWLRQ�RI�WKH�8QLWHG�1DWLRQV��)$2�
�� &HQWHU�IRU�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�3ROLF\��&,3�
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Programme results in 2018
Multi-stakeholder engagement

In this programme, we directly engage government and other stakeholders (civil society, private sector and 
others) and facilitate multi-stakeholder processes aimed at strengthening tenure rights for women and men 
smallholder farmers and indigenous communities. We promote transparency and inclusion in legislative 
SURFHVVHV��VR�WKH�YRLFHV�RI�FLYLO�VRFLHW\��DɣHFWHG�FRPPXQLWLHV�DQG�UHVSRQVLEOH�SULYDWH�VHFWRU�DFWRUV�DUH�KHDUG��

We also work with organisations such as the World Bank, the United Nations and donor agencies, who have 
VLJQL¿FDQW�SRZHU�WR�VKDSH�SURJUHVV�LQ�ODQG�JRYHUQDQFH��7KURXJK�WKLV�ZRUN��ZH�VHHN�WR�HQDEOH�WKHVH�JURXSV�
WR�EH�PRUH�HɣHFWLYH�LQ�VWUHQJWKHQLQJ�WKH�WHQXUH�ULJKWV�RI�VPDOOKROGHUV�DQG�LQGLJHQRXV�FRPPXQLWLHV��:H�GR�
this by increasing their understanding of the need for multi-stakeholder dialogues, for more engagement 
ZLWK�FLYLO�VRFLHW\��DQG�VWURQJHU�DFFRXQWDELOLW\�WR�DɣHFWHG�SRSXODWLRQV��

We focused on four key policy areas this year: 

1. The CBPA Law and Rules

2. The VFV Law and Rules 

3. The Forest Law and Rules

4. The National Land Use Policy and (future) 
National Land Law

In terms of government, we engaged with:  

�� The Forest Department

�� The Department of Agricultural Land 
Management and Statistics (DALMS)

��  The National Land Use Council 

�� State and regional governments

�� 8QLRQ�$WWRUQH\�*HQHUDO¶V�2ɤFH��������������������

Key spaces for engagement have included: 

�� The National Land Use Policy Forum,

�� Consultations on CBPA Rules 

�� State and regional level workshops for 
environmental conservation strategic planning

�� State/regional and district level workshops for 
Land Acquisition Reinvestigation Committees 
(LARCs) 

�� National workshops on forest tenure. 

What are Land Acquisition Reinvestigation 
Committees?

/$5&V�DUH�D�IRUPDO�PHFKDQLVP�VHW�XS�WR�DGGUHVV�ODQG�FRQÀLFWV�
remaining after years of military rule. The committees include 
members of Parliament, farmers, and elders, as well as 
*RYHUQPHQW�RɤFLDOV��7R�GDWH��WKRVH�ZKR�KDYH�¿OHG�FRPSODLQWV�
with LARCs have met with mixed success. LCG is focusing on 
improving outcomes for smallholder farmers and indigenous 
communities through providing capacity building workshops with 
/$5&V�LQ�GLɣHUHQW�VWDWHV�DQG�UHJLRQV��

10
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Key results

In addition to the highlights on page 2, we achieved 
following results in the MSE programme:

The Bago Region Environmental Conservation 
'HSDUWPHQW�¿QDOLVHG�D���\HDU�HQYLURQPHQWDO�
conservation action plan: The plan incorporates 
views of various stakeholders, including CSOs, and 
was developed through a series of multi-stakeholder 
workshops. Helvetas supported the workshops with 
technical support from LCG. 

Smallholder farmers across multiple 
regions in Myanmar have strengthened their 
understanding of land rights and land laws: 
A total of 9,250 people from Bago, Magway, Sagaing, 
Mandalay, Kayah, Kayin, Nay Pyi Taw, Shan and 
Kachin received training from our CSO partners. 
Participants included farmers, community members, 
FAB members and government representatives.

The government gave assurances for the 
¿UVW�FRPPXQLW\�SURWHFWHG�DUHD: As a result 
of LCG’s work with the Forest Department and 
community groups, funded by the Mekong Region 
Land Governance Project, a community group in Mon 
State was given assurances by the Forest Department 
WKDW�DQ�DUHD�LW�ZDV�SURWHFWLQJ�ZRXOG�EH�WKH�¿UVW�
community protected area recognized in the country.

Activity highlights

We helped the Forest Department 
organise the NLUP Forum, and supported 
representatives from CSOs and ethnic 
communities to speak in a panel: Key 
recommendations from this forum highlighted the 
need to include customary tenure and traditional 
management practices in the upcoming National 
Land Law.

We conducted workshops for Land 
Acquisition Reinvestigation Committees 
(LARCs) in Magway Region, Sagaing Region 
DQG�6KDQ�6WDWH��LQ�ZKLFK�IDUPHUV�DɣHFWHG�E\�
land grabs participated: In the workshops, we 

help LARCs analyse laws, policies and procedures 
and identify issues to solve land grabbing cases more 
HɤFLHQWO\�DQG�IDLUO\��7KH�ZRUNVKRSV�SURYLGH�VSDFH�IRU�
diverse stakeholders to discuss land grabs and how to 
resolve them. 

We completed a forest tenure project that 
provided a platform for communities in 
Mon State and Tanintharyi Region to engage 
Government at the national level directly: 
With our support, community members shared their 
traditional management practices and how they live 
VXVWDLQDEO\�LQ�WKH�IRUHVW�ZLWK�KLJK�OHYHO�RɤFLDOV�IURP�
government and Parliament. Through this project, 
local civil society organisations and community 
members established relationships with government 
and provided recommendations for changes to 
relevant policies and laws.

We supported the Forest Department in 
conducting consultations on the CBPA Law 
Rules: We helped to guide the consultation process 
to ensure that communities around the country had 
opportunities to make their voices heard with regards 
to the draft Rules.   

We supported Environmental Conservation 
Committees in Mon State and Bago 
Region to organize a series of multi-
stakeholder workshops to raise awareness 
of Environmental Impact Assessment 
(EIA) procedures and identify priority 
environmental issues: The multi-stakeholder 
workshops enabled representatives from government, 
community, civil society and the private sector 
to engage in discussions, build relationships and 
strengthen their knowledge and understanding of 
responsible investment.

We revised our land rights and land law 
awareness training curriculum to ensure 
we are providing trainers and communities 
with up-to-date knowledge: The curriculum now 
includes new laws and policies and updates to the 
Forest Law and VFV Law. 
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LARC workshops 

EIA workshops 

Land rights and land law awareness ToTs

CSO grantee training 

9 states 
& regions

9 
workshops

3
workshops

83
trainers trained

      9 
CSO partners

Mon State and 

Bago Region

655 
participants 

67 
female

847 

participants

9,250
participants

59%
female

21%
female

30% 

female

2
regions

���
�

�
275 

trainings

6 townships in 2 
states and regions
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LARC workshops 

Key results

Several civil society organisations we work 
with and support have expanded their work 
on land: Civil society organisations working in 
Kachin State and Bago Region, in particular, have 
expanded their work on land as a result of their work 
with LCG.   

The Yangon Region Farmers Union was 
formed to strengthen the collective voice of 
farmers in Yangon: The Union was developed as 
a result of a workshop by the farmer representative 
from the Yangon Land Use Committee, with the 
support of LCG, with approximately 40 farmers to 
discuss the land agenda of farmers in the Committee.

Activity highlights

We contributed to the land-related programs 
of numerous other organisations: In many 
FDVHV��WKLV�WRRN�WKH�IRUP�RI�RQH�Rɣ�WUDLQLQJV�IRU�
farmers organised by those organisations. However, 
we also developed more ongoing partnerships with 
two organisations working in Bago. 

We organised a workshop for CSO 
partners from around the country to help 
them understand the NLUP and reform 
SURFHVV�DQG�GH¿QH�VWUDWHJLHV�IRU�LQYROYLQJ�
stakeholders in the implementation: Plans 
were developed to spread awareness to other 
stakeholder groups and to elect representatives to 
state and regional land use committees. 

We contributed to the national dialogue on 
customary tenure: Through various forums, we 
shared ideas about customary tenure recognition and 
protection. 

Civil society engagement
In this program, we are transitioning to a new way of working in which we work with civil society 
RUJDQLVDWLRQV�DQG�FRPPXQLW\�EDVHG�RUJDQLVDWLRQV�WR�EXLOG�WUXVW�DQG�LQFUHDVH�DFFRXQWDELOLW\�WR�DɣHFWHG�
communities. 

:H�DOVR�FRQWLQXH�WR�VXSSRUW�FLYLO�VRFLHW\�HɣRUWV�WR�HQJDJH�RWKHU�VWDNHKROGHUV�WKURXJK�DGYRFDF\��:H�SXUVXH�
opportunities to collaborate with other civil society organisations and NGOs and support coalitions. We aim 
WR�FRQWULEXWH�WR�D�PRUH�HɣHFWLYH�FLYLO�VRFLHW\�WKDW�DGGUHVVHV�ODQG�UHODWHG�FRQFHUQV�RI�DɣHFWHG�FRPPXQLWLHV��

13
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Key results

Our Youth Capacity Development Program 
LV�KDYLQJ�D�VLJQL¿FDQW�LPSDFW�LQ�EXLOGLQJ�WKH�
analytical skills of our interns: The program 
was designed to meet the need for land researchers 
in Myanmar and greater engagement of youth in 
land issues. However, it has also allowed LCG to 
EHFRPH�PRUH�HɤFLHQW�LQ�FDUU\LQJ�RXW�UHVHDUFK�DQG�
WR�LPSURYH�RXU�HɣHFWLYHQHVV�LQ�WKH�ORQJ�WHUP��DV�ZH�
established an in-house research function by hiring 
graduates from the 2018 program. 

Two key reports on land in Myanmar 
referenced our Technical Review of the 
Draft Myanmar Land Acquisition Law 
2017: In 2018, Human Rights Watch published 
a report, Nothing for our Land: Impact of land 
FRQ¿VFDWLRQ�RQ�IDUPHUV�LQ�0\DQPDU, which drew 
on LCG’s technical review to analyse Myanmar’s 
Land Acquisition Law. It also referenced comments 
made during an LCG Meeting in 2018. In 2018, 
What Awaits Myanmar’s Uplands Farmers? 
Lessons learned from mainland South East Asia 
was published in “Land” an international and peer-
reviewed open access academic journal of land use, 
land change and land management. The article 
references LCG’s technical review in explaining the 
challenges of the Land Acquisition Law concerning 
customary tenure, and smallholder tenure security.

Activity highlights

We supported 12 youth to participate in 
LCG’s Youth Capacity Development Program 
DQG�SXEOLVK�WKHLU�¿UVW�UHVHDUFK�UHSRUWV��
After 12 months of training from international and 
ORFDO�H[SHUWV�DQG�LQ�WKH�¿HOG�H[SHULHQFH��SURJUDP�
SDUWLFLSDQWV�¿QDOLVHG�WKUHH�UHSRUWV�FRYHULQJ�ODQG�
issues across Myanmar. We also produced a 
documentary on the research internship program.   

We supported ten CSOs from seven states and 
regions to publish quantitative case studies 
on land grabbing, livelihoods and decision-
making: We provided the CSOs with research and 
analysis training in 2017 and in 2018 supported 
workshops to develop a standard methodology  
before reviewing, translating, and publishing the        
case studies in February 2018.

We supported Resource Rights for the 
Indigenous People (RRt,3��WR�¿QDOLVH�
and launch a report on customary tenure 
in Nagaland: The report documents the key 
components of this system for three villages in 
Nagaland, providing useful insights that will help 
communities, governments and civil society to better 
understand customary lands and livelihoods. The 
report was launched with the community in Layshi, 
in the Naga Self-Administered Region, as well as in  
Yangon. 

We published two briefs relating to land and 
gender, based on our research project: The 
¿UVW�ZDV�D�SROLF\�EULHI�LGHQWLI\LQJ�LPSOLFDWLRQV�DQG�
concerns for women associated with registering land 
under the current government framework, especially 
in the context of customary tenure. The second was 
an information brief on participatory photography, 
a type of participatory research method. This brief 
provides an overview of the method, how we applied 
it, and tips and tricks for researchers and other 
practitioners. 

Research, knowledge & information
In this program, we improve access to knowledge and information for civil society organisations, government, 
and other stakeholders so that they may create change that is informed, evidence-based and positive. We 
conduct our own research and produce research reports, policy briefs and other products and also support 
RWKHUV��ERWK�¿QDQFLDOO\�DQG�WHFKQLFDOO\��WR�SURGXFH�UHVHDUFK��:H�DOVR�WUDLQ�\RXWK�LQ�TXDOLWDWLYH�UHVHDUFK�
VNLOOV�WKURXJK�RXU�<RXWK�&DSDFLW\�'HYHORSPHQW�3URJUDP��:H�XVH�GLɣHUHQW�RQOLQH�DQG�RɥLQH�IRUXPV�WR�VKDUH�
information with civil society, government and other stakeholders, including the lcgmyanmar Google Group, 
our Facebook page, and website.

Since completing LCG’s Youth Capacity Development 
Program, six graduates have been hired by LCG as 
Research Assistants including Soe Moe from Mon 
State. As an Assistant, Soe Moe has been conducting 
research to understand how villagers in Bago Region 
access natural resources and the challenges that 
forest-dwelling communities face in managing 
natural resources. 

His favourite part of research is the opportunity to 
meet local people, understand their challenges and 
translate this into data to support law and policy 
reform. “I like learning about the rural people’s 
daily life and generating data for research papers. 
The opportunities to learn and apply practical 
techniques also allows me to develop my skills as a 
researcher and advocate.”
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Financial statement
Total income FY 18/19: $1,178,916 USD

ICCO Cooperation

Mekong Region Land Governance Project (MRLG)

Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC)

Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) of the UN

Centre for International Policy (CIP)

Livelihoods and Food Security Trust Fund (LIFT)

Total expenditure FY 18/19: $1,194,755 USD

Personnel

2ɤFH�H[SHQVHV

Programme costs

Partnership expenses

Other direct costs

Travel
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Find out more:

www.lcgmyanmar.org

Follow us:

www.facebook.com/landcoregroup

Contact Us:

Email: info@lcgmyanmar.org

Tel: +95 9 260 816 022

No. E2 University Yeikmon, New University

Avenue, Bahan Township, Yangon 11201, Myanmar

LCG is funded by:

Project partnership with:


